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       Greetings to All, 
 
       This candidate’s guide has been compiled to assist candidates, committees, and members of the 

news media in preparing for the June 8, 2010, Statewide Direct Primary Election.  This guide is 
not intended to be all encompassing, but merely summarizes provisions of the code relating to 
candidates and committees involved in elections in the County of San Joaquin and the State of 
California, U.S.A.  The law prohibits employees from answering any and all questions of a legal 
nature and we direct you to consult an attorney.  This guide is not intended as a substitute for 
legal counsel.  For your protection, we urge you to consult an attorney. 

 
       The Registrar of Voters Office will provide the required forms, informational material, and be of 

assistance to you.  Candidates, however, must bear full responsibility in making their 
own determinations as to all legal standards and duties and ensure they have the 
correct forms.  Candidates, district staff, political committees, and other interested parties 
should not rely solely on this guide. 

 
       The Registrar of Voters office is here to serve you and we appreciate the opportunity to help 

address your questions not answered in this guide.  The Registrar of Voters office is located at  
44 N. San Joaquin Street, Suite 350, and is open Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
except holidays.  Please note the following contact information: 

 
       Candidate Filing: 
       Gina Verstrepen, Candidate Filing Supervisor 
       (209) 468-3191 & 468-8945 
       gverstrepen@sjgov.org 
 

General election information: 
(209) 468-2885 Phone 
(209) 468-2889 Fax 
www.sjcrov.org 
 

We wish you the very best in 2010! 
 

Austin G. Erdman 
Registrar of Voters of San Joaquin County  
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION CONCERNING FILING FORMS 
 
 

 
The last two days of the nomination period are extremely busy.  Last minute filings 
could jeopardize a candidacy if the time remaining does not allow unsatisfied 
requirements to be met.  We recommend candidates obtain and file all their required 
documents early. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

APPOINTMENTS  
 

As a service to candidates, the Registrar of Voters Office offers appointments to 
candidates for the filing of candidacy documents.  To schedule an appointment, call 
(209) 468-3191 or 468-8945 at least 24 hours in advance of the desired filing 
time. 

 
Appointments will be scheduled between the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. and 
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Appointments will not be scheduled during the last week of 
the nomination period, March 8, 2010 through March 12, 2010. 
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COUNTY OF SAN JOAQUIN 
REGISTRAR OF VOTERS 

 
 

CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

        For further information or more detailed explanations, please call the appropriate number 
        listed below. 
 
 General Information  (209) 468-2885 
 
      Toll Free  (800) 400-5009 
 
 Fax Administration, Campaign Disclosures (209) 468-2889 
 
 Fax Vote-by-Mail  (209) 468-9534 
 
 Questions Regarding: 
  
 Voter Registration & Vote-by-Mail Voting (209) 468-2890 
 
 Candidate Filing, Campaign Disclosure & (209) 468-3191 – 468-8945 
          Sample Ballot Preparation 
 
 Polling Places & Precinct Officers  (209) 468-2892 – 468-2893 
 
 Map Information  (209) 953-1051 
 
 Purchase of Walking Lists  (209) 468-2894 
 
 Purchase of CD-ROM of the Voter File, etc. (209) 468-8942 
 
 Obtaining Election Night Returns – Web Site: www.sjcrov.org 
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WHERE TO REPORT CAMPAIGN COMPLAINTS 
 

False or misleading campaign materials:  No agency enforcement.  These issues are dealt with 
in court. 
 

Violation of the Political Reform Act: (Title 9 of the California Government Code at Sections 
8100 through 91015), i.e. mass mailing requirements; slate mailers; campaign disclosure; proper 
use of campaign funds; disclosure of economic interests: contact the Fair Political Practices 
Commission at www.fppc.ca.gov or (866) 275-3772, and Fax: (916) 322-1932. 
 

Election Fraud:  Contact your local District Attorney at (209) 468-2400 or the California Secretary 
of State at www.ss.ca.gov or (916) 657-2166. 
 

Unlawful use of public funds, violations of the Elections Code, the Penal Code or any 
laws other than the Political Reform Act: Contact your local District Attorney of the California 
State Attorney General at www.caag.state.ca.us or (800) 952-5225. 
 

Federal campaigns, Congress (House of Representatives or United States Senate):  
Contact the Federal Election Commission at www.fec.gov or (800) 424-9530. 
 

Local ordinances: Contact your local City Clerk. 
 

Vandalism or requirements concerning campaign signs: Contact the District Attorney or your 
local City Clerk. 
 

FEDERAL/STATE ENFORCEMENT OFFICES 
 

Fair Political Practices Commission  Secretary of State 
P.O. Box 807  Political Reform Division 
Sacramento CA  95812-0807  1500 11th Street, Room 495 
428 J Street, Suite 450  Sacramento CA  95814 
Sacramento CA  95814  (916) 653-6224 Fax: (916) 653-5045 
(916) 322-5660 Fax: (916) 322-0886  www.sos.ca.gov     
(866) 275-3772  
www.fppc.ca.gov                                                     Federal Election Commission 
                                                                      999 E Street, NW                                                                            

Reporting Enforcement Violations  Washington DC 20463 
(800) 561-1861 Fax: (916) 322-1932  (800) 424-9530 
www.fppc.ca.gov    www.fec.gov   
   
 

Secretary of State  California State Attorney General 
Elections Division  P.O. Box 944255 
1500 11th Street, Fifth Floor  Sacramento  CA  94244-2550 
Sacramento CA  95814  (916) 322-3360  Fax: (916) 323-5341  
(916) 657-2166  Fax: (916) 653-3214  (800) 952-5225  
www.sos.ca.gov         www.ag.ca.gov  
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NOMINATION DOCUMENTS 
 
Circulators of Nomination Papers 
Circulators appointed by candidates shall be voters in the district or political subdivision in which the 
candidate is to be voted on and shall serve only in that district or political subdivision.  A candidate may 
circulate and sign his or her own nomination papers. (EC §8066) 
 

The affidavit of circulator on each petition must be completed in the circulator’s own hand, even 
if the petition is circulated by the candidate. 
 

Signers’ Qualifications 
Signers shall be voters in the district or political subdivision in which the candidate is to be voted on and shall 
be affiliated with the party, if any, in which the nomination is proposed. (EC §8068)  Signatures used for 
nomination papers for non-partisan office must be of registered voters within the district. 
 

Signers’ Limitations 
No signer shall, at the time of signing a certificate, have his or her name signed to a nomination paper for 
any other candidate for the same office, or, in case there are several positions to be filled in the same office, 
signed to more nomination papers for candidates for that office than there are positions to be filled. 
(EC §8069) 
 

Verification of Signatures on Nomination Papers 
The eligibility (district and partisan affiliation, if applicable) and signatures of all signers on nomination 
papers will be verified by the voters registration status.  The signer must be a registered voter residing at his 
or her address of registration at the time of signing any nomination petition.  If your nomination papers are 
filed early and any signatures are found insufficient, there will be time for you to submit supplemental 
signatures. By not filing your nomination papers early, you could be risking your nomination, if you don’t 
have the required number of valid signatures. 
 

District in more than one county 
It is recommended that nomination petitions be obtained from the Registrar of Voters (or County Clerk, if 
applicable) of the county in which they will be circulated; they may, however, be obtained from the 
candidate’s county of residence. 
 

If the petition is circulated for an office in more than one county, the candidate shall submit the signatures to 
the registrar of voters of the county in which the petition was circulated. 
 

In the situation where a candidate is a resident of another county, status of candidacy will be confirmed with 
the county of residence prior to the issuance of nomination papers to be circulated within San Joaquin 
County.  The Registrar of Voters Office will issue a receipt for all petitions filed in San Joaquin County.  The 
signatures will then be verified and the registrar of voters of the candidate’s county of residence, as well as 
the Secretary of State (if applicable), will be notified of the results of the signature verification. 
   

Declaration of Candidacy 
The Declaration of Candidacy is an official nomination document where the candidate indicates how his or 
her name and ballot designation is to appear on the ballot.  Additionally, the candidate declares that he or 
she meets the statutory and/or constitutional qualifications for the office sought, and that if nominated, the 
candidate will accept the nomination and not withdraw.   
 

A candidate may submit a signed and dated written statement designating a person to receive a declaration 
of candidacy form from the county elections official and deliver it to the candidate. These statements shall 
include language indicating that the candidate is aware that the declaration of candidacy and nomination 
papers must be properly executed and delivered to the elections official of the county of the candidate’s 
residence by 5:00 p.m. on March 12, 2010.  The statement shall be retained by the elections official.   
(EC §§8020, 8028, 8041, 8060, 8101, 8105) 
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Withdrawal of Candidate 
No candidate whose declaration of candidacy has been filed for any primary election may withdraw as a 
candidate at that primary election. (EC §8800) 
 
DISTRICT IN MORE THAN ONE COUNTY 
 
It is recommended that nomination petitions be obtained from the Registrar of Voters (or County Clerk, if 
applicable) of the county in which they will be circulated; they may, however, be obtained from the 
candidate’s county of residence. 
 
If the petition is circulated for an office where the district is in more than one county, the candidate shall 
submit the signatures to the Registrar of Voters of the county in which the petition was circulated. 
 
In the situation where a candidate is a resident of another county, status of candidacy and verification of 
registration will be confirmed with the county of residence prior to the issuance of nomination petitions to be 
circulated in San Joaquin County.  Candidates will be issued a receipt for all petitions filed in San Joaquin 
County.  The signatures will then be verified, and the Registrar of Voters of the candidate’s county of 
residence, as well as the Secretary of State (if applicable), will be notified of the results of the signature 
verification. 
 
JUDICIAL OFFICES 

 
8200. Separate judicial offices. 
 

 In any election at which two or more judges or justices of any court are to be voted for or elected for 
the same term, it shall be deemed that there are as many separate judicial offices to be filled as there are 
judges or justices of the court to be elected. Each separate office shall be designated by a distinguishing 
number not greater than the total number of the offices. The designation shall remain the same for all 
purposes of both primary and general election and shall be used on all nomination papers, certificates of 
nomination, ballots, certificates of election, and all election papers referring to the office. After the election 
and the issuance of the certificates of election, the designating number shall have no further significance.  
(Added by Stats. 1994, c. 920, §2) 
 
8201. Declaration of candidacy; filing. 
 
 (a) A declaration of candidacy for election or a nomination by the Governor, made pursuant to 
subdivision (d) of Section 16 of Article VI of the California Constitution, shall be filed with the officer charged 
with the duty of certifying nominations for publication in the official ballot. 
 

 (b) No candidate described in subdivision (a) (judicial offices) shall be required to state his or her 
residential address on the declaration of candidacy. However, in cases where the candidate does not state 
his or her residential address on the declaration of candidacy, the elections official shall verify whether his or 
her address is within the appropriate political subdivision and add the notation “verified” where appropriate. 
 
8202. Arrangement on ballot. 
 
 The numerically designated offices shall be grouped and arranged on all ballots in numerical order. No 
person may be a candidate nor have his or her name printed upon any ballot as a candidate for any 
numerically designated office other than the one indicated by him or her in his or her declaration of intention 
to become a candidate.  
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8203. Judicial candidate name on ballot. 

 In any county which only the incumbent has filed nomination papers for the office of superior court 
judge, his or her name shall not appear on the ballot unless there is filed with the elections official, within 10 
days after the final date for filing nomination papers for the office, a petition indicating that a write-in 
campaign will be conducted for the office and signed by 100 registered voters qualified to vote with respect 
to the office. 

 If a petition indicating that a write-in campaign will be conducted for the office at the general election, 
signed by 100 registered voters qualified to vote with respect to the office, is filed with elections official not 
less than 83 days before the general election, the name of the incumbent shall be placed on the general 
election ballot if it has not appeared on the direct primary election ballot. 
 
       If, in conformity with this section, the name of the incumbent does not appear either on the primary 
ballot or general election ballot, the elections official, on the day of the general election, shall declare the 
incumbent re-elected. Certificates of election specified in Section 15401 or 15504 shall not be issued to a 
person re-elected pursuant to this section before the day of the general election.  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N A M E  O N  B A L L O T  
 
 

The ballot name may be designated as follows: 
 
1. First, middle and last name. 
 
2. A nickname may be included but must be in parentheses ( ) or quotation marks “ ”. 
 
3. A familiar short version of the first name, such as “Bill” for “William”, “Dick” for “Richard”, “Jim” for 
 “James”, “Peg” for “Peggy” or “Cindy” for “Cynthia”. 
 
NO TITLE OR DEGREE.  No title or degree shall appear on the same line on a ballot as the candidate’s name, 
either before or after the candidate’s name, in the case of any election to any office.  (EC §13106) 
 
CANDIDATE CHANGE OF NAME.  If a candidate changes his or her name within one year of any election, the 
new name shall not appear upon the ballot unless the change was made by either of the following: 

(a) Marriage. 
(b) Decree of any court of competent jurisdiction.  (EC §13104) 
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CANDIDATE'S FILING CALENDAR 
 

 
 
Candidates                                 FORM 501 AND FORM 410  

CANDIDATES INTENTION AND STATEMENT OF 
ORGANIZATION FORMS 

  Prior to the solicitation or receipt of any contribution or 
  loan, any individual who intends to be a candidate for an 

elective office shall:  
 
(a)  Form 501 – File CANDIDATES INTENTION form with 
the Secretary of State Political Reform Division for State 
Candidates. Local Candidates file Form 501 with the 
County Registrar of Voters. 
 
(b) Form 410 – File STATEMENT OF ORGANIZATION form 
with the Secretary of State’s Office and the Registrar of 
Voters office within 10 days of receiving $1,000 in 
contributions. File Form 410 within 10 days of establishing a 
campaign contribution bank account in a financial 
institution located in California.  

 
Candidates Friday PETITIONS IN LIEU OF FILING FEE - JUDICIAL 
  January 1, 2010* CANDIDATES 
                                     through Between these dates judicial candidates may obtain  
 Wednesday                  signature-in-lieu forms from the Registrar of Voters. 
                                 February 10,  2010    EC §8105(b)) 
 
Candidates Friday PETITIONS IN LIEU OF FILING FEE - 
                                 January 1, 2010*           LEGISLATIVE, CONGRESSIONAL AND COUNTY 
                                       through                     CANDIDATES 
 Thursday Between these dates Legislative, Congress and County 
 February 25, 2010 Candidates may obtain signatures-in-lieu forms from the 
  Registrar of Voters Office.  (EC §8106 (3))  
                                                  
 Friday PRESS RELEASE – Between these dates the  
                                 January 29, 2010 Registrar of Voters will publish a “Notice of Election” 
     through containing the date of the election, the offices to be filled, 
 Friday where nomination papers are available, and the deadline 
 February 12, 2010         for filing Declarations of Candidacy. 
 
 
                                                                     
* Asterisked dates indicate that the deadline falls on Saturday, Sunday or holiday.  County offices will be 
closed, therefore the deadline will move forward to the next business day.  
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Candidates    Monday               DECLARATION OF INTENTION 
     February 1. 2010   Between these dates, Judicial candidates must file their 
                 through    Declaration of Intention. Candidates must pay the entire 
                                     Wednesday    filing fee at this time, represented by money, signatures  
                                 February 10, 2010   or any prorated combination of money and signatures. The  
                                  (E-127 to E-118)       filing fee is non-refundable. (EC §8023) 
            
Non-incumbent  Thursday    EXTENTION-DECLARATION OF INTENTION 
Candidates for  February 11, 2010  If the incumbent of judicial office fails to file a declaration 
Judicial Office      through    intention by 5:00 p.m. on February 10, 2010, any person 

        Monday     other than the incumbent may file a declaration of intention
  February 15, 2010*  no later than the first day for filing nomination papers. 
   (E-117 to E-113) 
  

All Candidates  Monday     DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY AND  
      February 15, 2010*  NOMINATION PAPERS – CANDIDATE FILING  
                    through    First date candidates may file a Declaration of  
      Friday     Candidacy and receive their Nomination papers.  
           March 12, 2010   All candidates must pay the nonrefundable filing fee 
            or present in-lieu signatures at the time they receive  
            their Nomination papers from the county elections  
            official. (EC §8020 (b)) 
 

Signatures for partisan offices may also be applied to the 
signature requirements for office on the nomination paper if 
they meet party registration requirements. 

              

Candidates   Monday                        CANDIDATE STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATION 
      February 15, 2010*       House of Representatives, State Senate and Assembly  
                               through        candidates may purchase a 250 word candidate statement 
          Friday               in the county’s sample ballot booklet.  State Senate and 
      March 12, 2010               Assembly candidates may purchase the statement only if   
                                                                     they have agreed to voluntary expenditure limits.  Judicial  
                                                                     and county candidate statements are 200 word limit. 
                                     
     Wednesday    Last day for Judicial offices to file Candidate’s statement 
     March 17, 2010   of qualifications. (EC §13307 (4)) 
    
                                            The statement shall be filed and paid for at the time 

                                         the Declaration of Candidacy is filed. (EC §13307) 
 

Candidates   Thursday                       PETITIONS IN LIEU - FINAL FILING DATE    
      February 25, 2010          This is the last date the Registrar of Voters office    
                                          may accept signatures in lieu of filing fees.  
                                         Supplemental signatures may be submitted at any  
                                         time during the filing of the Declaration of Candidacy.  
                                         Final date for accepting supplemental signatures is   
                                         Friday, March 12, 2010. (EC §8106) 
                                                                     
* Asterisked dates indicate that the deadline falls on Saturday, Sunday or holiday.  County offices will be 
  closed, therefore the deadline will move forward to the next business day.  
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Cities/Districts  Friday                          LAST DAY TO SUBMIT RESOLUTIONS FOR 
     March 12, 2010            CONSOLIDATIONS 
           Final deadline for the governing body of a district, 
                                        city, school or other political subdivision to request 
                                        consolidation of a local measure. (EC §10406) 
                                         
 Candidates     Monday                        STATEMENT OF ECONOMIC INTERESTS - 
      February 15, 2010*        FORM 700 
            through    Between these dates, candidates for State,     
                               Friday                   Legislative, Judicial, and certain county offices, 
      March 12, 2010          shall file Candidate Statement Form 700 – Statement of 

               Economic Interests.  (GC §87200) 
                                                                         

Candidates   Friday                           LAST DAY TO FILE NOMINATION PAPERS  
     March 12, 2010             All forms must be filed by 5:00 p.m. to qualify  
                                        for the Primary Election ballot. (EC §8020 (b))  
   

Candidates   Monday                        CANDIDATE'S STATEMENT WITHDRAWAL 
     March 15, 2010             This statement may be withdrawn, but not changed 
                         (Judicial Offices only) during the period of the nomination papers and up  
                          Thursday    to 5:00 p.m. on the first working day after the close 
                           March 18, 2010   of the nomination period. (EC §13307(3)) 
 

Candidates   Monday                        EXTENSION OF FILING PERIOD (EC §8022)   
     March 15, 2010             NON-INCUMBENTS ONLY 
              through                If the incumbent has not filed his papers, non-incumbent 
     Wednesday                    candidates may file for the office. 
     March 17, 2010            
   

Secretary of State Thursday                      RANDOMIZED ALPHABET 
     March 18, 2010             The Secretary of State shall conduct a drawing 
                                        of the alphabet to determine the order of the  
                                         names on the ballot. (EC §13112(B) 
 

Candidates   Monday                        1st PRE-ELECTION CAMPAIGN STATEMENT 
     March 22, 2010              The last day to file campaign statements for 
                                                                     candidates and committees for the period  
                                        1/1/2010 – 3/17/2010. 
 

Secretary of State Thursday                      CERTIFIED LIST OF CANDIDATES 
     April 1, 2010                 The Secretary of State shall transmit the certified 
                                        list of all candidates who are eligible to be voted  
                                        for at the direct primary. (EC §8120) 
 

Candidates   Friday                           MILITARY AND OVERSEAS BALLOT REQUESTS 
                                 April 9, 2010    First day elections official shall send a ballot to the voter. 
                        (60 days before the election) (EC §3103) 
 
                                                                                
* Asterisked dates indicate that the deadline falls on Saturday, Sunday or holiday.  County offices will be 
  closed, therefore the deadline will move forward to the next business day.  



 
 
 

31 

Candidates Monday   STATEMENT OF WRITE-IN CANDIDACY 
 April 12, 2010 AND NOMINATION PAPERS 
            through During this period, all write-in candidates 
  Tuesday must file a Statement of Write-In Candidacy and 
 May 25, 2010 nomination papers with the county elections  
  official. (EC §8601) 
 
Candidates Thursday VOTE-BY-MAIL BALLOT APPLICATION 
 April 29, 2010 First day that a master copy of the Vote-by-Mail ballot              
                                application is available for campaign use. 
  (40 days before the election)  
 
Secretary of State Thursday MAILING OF STATE BALLOT PAMPHLET 
 April 29, 2010 The Secretary of State’s office shall mail state 
     through ballot pamphlets to all voters who registered 
 Tuesday to vote prior to the 60th day (April 9, 2010) 
 May 18, 2010 before the election. (EC §9094) 
 
Registrar of Voters Monday MAILING OF SAMPLE BALLOT AND VOTER  
 May 10, 2010 INFORMATION  PAMPHLET 
     through The Registrar of Voter's office shall mail an  
 Saturday  appropriate partisan or nonpartisan sample  
 May 29, 2010* ballot pamphlet to all voters eligible to vote in 
  this election and an application for a Vote-by-Mail 
  ballot. Pamphlet also contains location of the  
  polling place and all information regarding 
  permanent Vote-by-Mail Voters. (EC §13300 (c)) 
 
Registrar of Voters Monday  VOTE-BY-MAIL VOTERS BALLOTS  
 May 10, 2010 First day Vote-by-Mail ballots can be issued. 
  Voters may come to the office or request their  
  ballot to be mailed to them. (EC §3001) 
   
Registrar of Voters Monday CLOSE OF REGISTRATION 
 May 24, 2010 Last day to register for the June 8, 2010,  
  Gubernatorial Election. (15 days before the election) 
  (EC §2107 (b)) 
 
Write-in Candidates Tuesday WRITE-IN CANDIDATE DEADLINE 
 May 25, 2010 Last date to file a Declaration of Write-in  
  Candidacy and all other required forms. (EC §8601) 
 
Candidates   Thursday 2nd PRE-ELECTION CAMPAIGN STATEMENT 
   and May 27, 2010 All candidates and committees participating in the 
Committees  Primary Election are required to file a statement 
   for the period 3/18/2010 – 5/22/2010 
 
 
 
* Asterisked dates indicate that the deadline falls on Saturday, Sunday or holiday.  County offices will be 
  closed, therefore the deadline will move forward to the next business day.  
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Registrar of Voters Tuesday VOTE-BY-MAIL BALLOT DEADLINE 
 June 1, 2010 Last day requests for a vote-by mail ballot may be 
  received by the Registrar of Voters office and be 
  processed by mail. (EC §3001) 
 
Vote-by-Mail Voters   Tuesday      RETURN OF VOTE-BY-MAIL BALLOTS –  
                                 June 8, 2010 BY 8:00 P.M. 
  Vote-by-Mail ballots may be returned in person   
  to the Registrar of Voters office or at any polling 
  place within the county. The law permits a  
  spouse, child, parent, grandparent, grandchild or 
  sibling, or a person residing in the same household 
                                                                    as the Vote-by-Mail voter to act as an authorized  
                           agent for returning Vote-by-Mail voter ballots.   
 
ELECTION DAY TUESDAY POLLS ARE OPEN 
 June 8, 2010 FROM 7 A.M. AND CLOSE AT 8 P.M. 
 
Registrar of Voters Thursday OFFICIAL CANVASS 
 June 10, 2010 The official canvass will commence and continue 
     through  until completed. (County has 28 days EC §15372) 
 Tuesday  
 July 6, 2010 
  RECOUNT MAY BE REQUESTED 
  Within five (5) days after the completion of the 
  official canvass, any voter may request a recount 
  by filing a written request with the Elections  
  official.  The request may specify which candidate 
  and/or measure is to be recounted. 
  (EC §§15620 – 15634) 
 
Candidates Monday SEMI-ANNUAL CAMPAIGN STATEMENT 
     and August 2, 2010 All candidates and committees participating  
Committees (Legal date in the Primary Election are required to file 
 July 31, 2010)* a semi-annual statement for the period  
  May 23, 2010 through June 30, 2010. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
* Asterisked dates indicate that the deadline falls on Saturday, Sunday or holiday.  County offices will be 
  closed, therefore the deadline will move forward to the next business day.  
 



CANDIDATE'S BALLOT DESIGNATION 
 

The ballot designation is the word, or group of not more than 3 words, (except for ballot 
designations submitted pursuant to EC §13107(a)(1)), which will appear on the ballot 
under the candidate’s name, designating the current principal profession, vocation or 
occupation of the candidate.  
 

ELECTIONS CODE §13107 
 

(a)  With the exception of candidates for Justice of the State Supreme Court or court of appeal, 
immediately under the name of each candidate, and not separated from the name by any line, may 
appear at the option of the candidate only one of the following designations: 
  

 (1) Words designating the elective city, county, district, state, or federal office which the candidate 
holds at the time of filing the nomination documents to which he or she was elected by the vote of the 
people, or to which he or she was appointed, in the case of a superior, municipal, or justice court judge. 
 

 (2) The word "incumbent" if the candidate is a candidate for the same office which he or she holds 
at the time of filing the nomination papers, and was elected to that office by a vote of the people, or, in 
the case of a superior, municipal, or justice court judge, was appointed to that office. 
 

 (3) No more than three words designating either the current principal professions, vocations, or 
occupations of the candidate, or the principal professions, vocations or occupations of the candidate 
during the calendar year immediately preceding the filing of nomination documents.  For purposes of 
this section, all California geographical names shall be considered to be one word. 
 

 (4) The phrase "appointed incumbent" if the candidate holds an office other than a judicial office by 
virtue of appointment, and the candidate is a candidate for election to the same office, or, if the 
candidate is a candidate for election to the same office or to some other office, the word "appointed" 
and the title of the office.  In either instance, the candidate may not use the unmodified word 
"incumbent” or any words designating the office unmodified by the word "appointed.”  However, the 
phrase "appointed incumbent" shall not be required of a candidate who seeks reelection to an office 
which he or she holds and to which he or she was appointed, as a nominated candidate, in lieu of an 
election, pursuant to Sections 5326 and 5328 of the Education Code or Section 7228, 7423, 7673, 
10229, or 10515 of this code.  
 

(b)   Neither the Secretary of State nor any other election official shall accept a designation of which any 
of the following would be true: 
 

(1)   It would mislead the voter. 
 

 (2)   It would suggest an evaluation of a candidate, such as outstanding, leading, expert, virtuous,  
             or eminent. 
 

 (3)   It abbreviates the word "retired" or places it following any word or words which it modifies. 
      
 (4)   It uses a word or prefix, such as "former" or "ex-," which means a prior status. The only 
             exception is the use of the word "retired". 
 

 (5)   It uses the name of any political party, whether or not it has qualified for the ballot. 
 

 (6)   It uses a word or words referring to a racial, religious, or ethnic group. 
 

 (7)   It refers to any activity prohibited by law. 
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BALLOT DESIGNATION   (continued) 
 
(c)  If, upon checking the nomination documents, the election official finds the designation to be in 
violation of any of the restrictions set forth in this section, the election official shall notify the candidate 
by registered or certified mail return receipt requested, addressed to the mailing address appearing on 
the candidate's nomination documents. 
 

(1)   The candidate shall, within three days from the date of receipt of the notice, appear before the 
  election officer or, in the case of the Secretary of State, notify the Secretary of State by 
  telephone, and provide an alternate designation. 

 
(2)   In the event the candidate fails to provide an alternate designation, no designation shall 

  appear after the candidate’s name. 
 
(d)   No designation given by a candidate shall be changed by the candidate after the final date for filing  
nomination documents, except as specifically requested by the elections official as specified in 
subdivision (c) or as provided in subdivision (e).  
 
(e)  The designation shall remain the same for all purposes of both primary and general elections, 
unless the candidate, at least 98 days prior to the general election, requests in writing a different 
designation which the candidate is entitled to use at the time of the request. 
 
(f)   In all cases, words so used shall be printed in 8-point roman uppercase and lowercase type except 
that, if the designation selected is too long that it would conflict with the space requirements of Sections 
13207 and 13211, the elections official shall use a type size for the designation for each candidate for 
that office sufficiently smaller to meet these requirements. 
 
(g)   Whenever a foreign language translation of a candidate's designation is required under the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 1971), as amended, to appear on the ballot in addition to the English 
language version, it shall be as short as possible, as consistent as is practicable with this section, and 
shall employ abbreviations and initials wherever possible in order to avoid undue length. 
 
EC §13107.5. Ballot designation of “community volunteer” 
 
(a)   A candidate’s ballot designation as “community volunteer” shall constitute a valid principal vocation 
or occupation for purposes of subdivision (a) of Section 13107, if not otherwise in violation of any of the 
restrictions set forth in that section, and subject to the following conditions: 
         (1)  A candidate’s community volunteer activities constitute his or her principal profession, 
               vocation, or occupation. 
         (2)  A candidate is not engaged concurrently in another principal profession, vocation, or 
               occupation. 
     (3)  A candidate may not use the designation of “community volunteer” in combination with any  

     other principal profession, vocation, or occupation designation. 
(b)  The Secretary of State shall by regulation define what constitutes a community volunteer for 
purposes of this section.  
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 CANDIDATE'S STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS 
 

Elections Code §13307   

       Each candidate for a nonpartisan elective office (for State Legislative Candidates refer to page 50) in any 
local agency, including any city, county or district, may prepare a candidate's statement on an appropriate 
form provided by the Registrar of Voters office.  The candidate's statement is designed to acquaint voters 
with a candidate's qualification for the office he/she is seeking.  The statement may include the name, age 
and occupation of the candidate and a brief description, of no more than 200 words of the candidate's 
education and qualifications, expressed by the candidate himself or herself.  The statement shall not include 
any party affiliation of the candidate, nor membership or activity in partisan political organizations.  The 
statement shall be filed in the office of the Registrar of Voters, when his or her nomination papers are 
returned for filing or in the case of no primary, the statement shall be filed by the 88th day prior to the 
election.  Except as provided in Section 13309, the statement may be withdrawn, but not 
changed, during the period for filing nomination papers and until 5 p.m. of the next working day 
after the close of the nomination period.  

 

 The Registrar of Voters shall send to each voter together with the sample ballot, a voters’ pamphlet that 
contains the typed written statements of each candidate that is prepared pursuant to this section.  The 
statement of each candidate shall be printed in type of uniform size and darkness, and with uniform spacing.   
 

 The local agency may estimate the total cost of printing, handling, and mailing the candidate's 
statement filed pursuant to this section, including costs incurred as a result of complying with the Federal 
Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended, and may require each candidate filing a statement to pay in advance 
to the local agency his or her estimated pro rata share as a condition of having his or her statement included 
in the voters’ pamphlet.  In the event the estimated payment is required, the receipt for the payment shall 
include a written notice that the estimate is just an approximation of the actual cost that varies from one 
election to another election and may be significantly more or less than the estimate, depending on the actual 
number of candidates filing statements.  Accordingly, the Registrar of Voters is not bound by the estimate 
and may, on a pro rata basis, bill the candidate for additional actual expense or refund any excess paid 
depending on the final actual cost.  In the event of underpayment, the Registrar of Voters will require the 
candidate to pay the balance of the cost incurred. In the event of overpayment, the Registrar of Voters shall 
prorate the excess amount among the candidates and refund the excess amount paid within 30 days of the 
election. 
 

      Nothing in this section shall be deemed to make any such statement or the authors, thereof, 
free or exempt from any civil or criminal action or penalty because of any false, slanderous or 
libelous statements offered for printing or contained in the voters’ pamphlet. 
 

      Before the nomination period opens, the local agency for that election shall determine whether a charge 
shall be levied against that candidate for the candidate's statement sent to each voter.  This decision shall 
not be revoked or modified after the seventh day prior to the opening of the nominating period.  A written 
statement of the regulations with respect to charges for handling, packaging, and mailing shall be provided 
to each candidate or his or her representative at the time he or she picks up the nomination papers. 
 

      For the purpose of this section, and Section 13310, the Board of Supervisors shall be deemed the 
governing body of judicial elections. 
 

Elections Code §13307.5.  Congressional candidate may purchase space in ballot pamphlet 
 

      A candidate for United States Representative may purchase the space to place a statement in the voter 
information portion of the sample ballot that does not exceed 250 words.  The statement may not make 
reference to any opponent of the candidate.  The statement shall be submitted in accordance with the 
timeframes and procedures set forth in this code for the preparation of the voter information portion of the 
sample ballot. 
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DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE 
TO PREPARE YOUR STATEMENT!!! 

 
 

 
 

Advance Payment 
 
 

As provided in the Elections Code §13307, the County of San Joaquin has adopted the following policy 
regarding San Joaquin County offices: 
 

1. Limit candidate statements to not more than 200 words.  (EC §13307 (a)) 
 
2. The Registrar of Voters shall estimate the total prorated cost of printing, handling and mailing 

the candidate statements, including costs incurred as a result of complying with the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, as amended. (EC §13307 (c)) 

  
3. Each candidate for San Joaquin County Office is required to pay in advance the estimated cost of 

having his or her statement included in the Sample Ballot Pamphlet when the statement is filed.  
Checks are payable to San Joaquin County Registrar of Voters. (EC §13307(c)) 

 
4. In the event of overpayment of actual costs, the Registrar of Voters shall refund any excess to 

the candidate.  In the event of underpayment, the candidate shall be billed and required to pay 
the additional costs within 30 days of receiving the bill.  (EC §13307(c)) 

 
The estimates quoted in this book are based on a 200 word statement, unless otherwise indicated.  
Costs may vary depending upon the number of ballot types in the district, the number of pages in 
the various sample ballots, and the number of registered voters who will be receiving the different 
ballot types.  The estimate is just an approximation of the actual cost that varies from one election 
to another election and may be significantly more or less than the estimate, depending on the actual 
number of candidates filing statements. 

 
San Joaquin County imposes a $35.00 service fee on checks returned by the bank.  
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INDIGENT CANDIDATES – WAIVER OF ADVANCE PAYMENT 
 
 
ELECTIONS CODE §13309 
 

When advance payment is required for a voluntary candidate’s statement but the candidate alleges 
to be indigent and unable to pay in advance the requisite fee, the candidate shall submit to the 
Registrar of Voters a statement of financial worth to be used in determining whether or not he or she is 
eligible to submit a candidate’s statement without advance payment.  The statement of financial worth 
shall be submitted by the candidate together with his or her candidate’s statement during the filing 
period. 

 
“Statement of Financial Worth” forms are available from the Registrar of Voters’ office.  Necessary 

data requested includes candidate’s most recent Federal income tax returns, candidate’s employer, 
income, real estate holdings, tangible personal property and financial obligations.  The candidate is to 
certify the contents of the statement under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California. 

 
If it is determined that the candidate is indigent, his or her statement will be printed and mailed 

without advance payment.  If it is determined that the candidate is not indigent, the candidate shall, 
within three days of notification, pay the requisite estimated cost, or be required to withdraw the 
candidate’s statement.  The Registrar of Voters is not obligated to print and mail the statement if 
payment is not received. 

 
Notwithstanding the above, the candidate will be billed and expected to pay the cost of the 

candidate’s statement after the election. 
 
 

THIS INDIGENT PROVISION DOES NOT WAIVE THE PAYMENT OF A CANDIDATE 
STATEMENT.  IT ONLY DELAYS PAYMENT OF THE FEE UNTIL AFTER THE ELECTION. 

TOTAL FEE IS DUE AND PAYABLE UPON RECEIPT OF THE BILL. 
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PREPARATION OF THE CANDIDATE'S STATEMENT 
 
In order to insure uniformity of candidate's statement, candidates must prepare their statement as 
follows: 
 

1. All statements must be submitted on or attached to the candidate statement form provided. 
       The Registrar of Voters Office encourages candidates to submit their printed candidate 
       statements along with an electronic format (CD), in Microsoft Word format (doc). 

 
         Be sure to complete the candidate statement form as follows: 

 
• The top and bottom portions of the form must be completed in full. 
• Any supplemental page(s) must bear the signature of the candidate. 
• Any supplemental page(s) must be numbered (for example “1 of 1” 

for a single page, or “1 of 2” and “2 of 2” for two pages). 
 

2.  Statements are to be: 
 

• typewritten 
• in a block paragraph style 
• written in the first person (e.g. “I am running…” not “She is running…” or “Jane Doe 

                 is running…”) and shall be limited to a recitation of the candidate’s own personal 
                 background and qualifications. (EC §13307(a)(1)) 

 
3.     Check statement for errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar; the statement is entirely  

    the candidate’s responsibility.  Typographical errors will not be corrected.  
 
4.     Do not use: 

 

                Bullets        Underlines 
                 Stars        Lists 
                 Italics Tables       Boldface type 
                 All capital letters      Indentations 
                   Multiple punctuations     Any unusual spacing or underscoring 
                                                                                         
    Statements that are not in compliance will be reformatted and set in uniform type by the  
    elections official.  The elections official bears no responsibility for the correct typesetting 
    of the statement that must be reformatted under these circumstances. 

       
5. Count the words in your statement.  The total count must not exceed 200 words.  The guidelines           

will help you in the counting of the words. 
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PREPARATION OF THE CANDIDATE’S STATEMENT       (continued) 
 

a. Do not include any party affiliation. 
 

b.   Do not include membership or activity in partisan political organizations. 
 

c.   Statements for judicial offices shall not in any way make reference to other candidates for judicial 
      office or to another candidate’s qualifications, character or activities. (EC §13308) 
 
d. Notwithstanding the above guidelines, nothing should be deemed to make any statement or author 

thereof free or exempt from any civil or criminal action or penalty because of any false, slanderous 
or libelous statements offered for printing. 

 
The format of your statement may need to be changed to accommodate printing requirements of the Sample 
Ballot Pamphlet.  
 

CONFIDENTIALITY OF CANDIDATE'S STATEMENT 

Notwithstanding the provisions of the California Public Records Act, Chapter 3.5 commencing with Section 
6250 of Division 7 of Title 1 of the Government Code, the statements filed pursuant to Section 13307 shall 
remain confidential until the expiration of the filing deadline. (EC §13313) 
 

CHALLENGE OF CONTENTS 
 
Candidates’ statements are available in the Registrar of Voters Office for public examination for a period of 
10 calendar days immediately following the close of the nomination period, where documents may be 
reviewed and copies obtained for a copy fee 15 cents per page. 
 

Also during this 10 calendar day examination period, any voter of the affected jurisdiction may take legal 
action to challenge the contents of any candidate’s statement pursuant to Elections Code §13313. 
 

Elections Code §18351 provides that any candidate for a local nonpartisan office in an election who prepares 
a candidate’s statement and knowingly makes a false statement of a material fact with the intent to mislead 
the voters in connection with his/her campaign for nomination or election to a nonpartisan office is 
punishable by a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000). 
 

GUIDELINES FOR COUNTING WORDS 
 
Listed below are the guidelines specified in Elections Code §9 for counting the number of words submitted on 
any document (such as the candidate’s statement) whose content is limited by statute: 
 

1. Punctuation is not counted. 
 
2. Each word shall be counted as one word except as specified in this section. 

 
3. All geographical names shall be considered as one word; for example, “City and County of San 

Francisco” shall be counted as one word.  District names do not qualify as a geographical location, 
i.e. Stockton Unified School District = 4 words. 

 
4. Each abbreviation for a word, phrase or expression shall be counted as one word. 
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GUIDELINES FOR COUNTING WORDS    (continued) 
 

5. Hyphenated words that appear in any standard reference dictionary published in the United States 
within the 10 calendar years immediately preceding the election, shall be considered as one word.  
Each part of all other hyphenated words shall be counted as a separate word. 

 
6. Dates consisting of a combination of words and digits shall be counted as two words.  Dates 

consisting of only a combination of digits shall be counted as one word, i.e. December 1, 2009 = 2 
words. 12/1/09 = 1 word. 

 
7. Any number consisting of a digit or digits shall be considered as one word.  Any number which is 

spelled, such as “one” shall be considered as a separate word or words.  “One” shall be counted as 
one word whereas “one hundred” shall be counted as two words.  “100” shall be counted as one 
word. 

 
8. Telephone numbers shall be counted as one word. 

 
9. Internet web site addresses shall be counted as one word. 

 
This section shall not apply to counting words for ballot designations under Elections Code §13107. 
 
At the time the statement is filed, you will be asked to sign the "Candidate's Declaration" form 
to ensure uniformity in all the statements submitted. Statements must be formatted pursuant 
to the guidelines provided by the county. Statements not submitted in the appropriate format 
will be reformatted by the county election official. The election official bears no responsibility 
for the correct typesetting of statements that must be reformatted.   
 
If the text exceeds the word limit, the candidate must delete or change a sufficient number of 
words or sentences, to put the statement within the required word limit before the statement is 
filed.  
 
The candidate must sign and date the candidate statement before it is filed.  If 
the candidate does not file a statement, the lower portion of the agreement 
form must be signed by the candidate to indicate the candidate does not want a 
statement. 
 
 
 
TRANSLATIONS 
 
The candidate’s statement will automatically be translated and printed in languages required by the Federal 
Voting Rights Act.  At this time, in San Joaquin County the Registrar of Voters arranges for all statements to 
be translated, printed and mailed in both English and Spanish. 
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NONPARTISAN RUNOFF CANDIDATES’ STATEMENTS 
 

Gubernatorial General Election 
November 2, 2010 

 
Applicable to runoff candidates for Judge of the Superior Court, County Office, Governing Board 
Member, and  Board of Supervisors. 
 
After certification of the June 8, 2010 Primary Election results, any nonpartisan runoff candidates 
required to appear on the November General Election ballot will be notified in writing and provided with 
a cost estimate for a candidate’s statement of qualification to be published for the November General 
Election. 
 
Those candidates who appear on the ballot in a runoff election on November 2, 2010 may: 
 

1. Withdraw the candidate’s statement and not utilize any statement for the runoff election; or 
 

2. Utilize the same candidate’s statement as was printed for the June Primary Election; or 
 

3. Submit a new candidate’s statement for inclusion in the November 2, 2010 sample ballot 
pamphlet.  

 
Any such statement is required to be filed with the Registrar of Voters not later than 88 days before the 
election, which is August 6, 2010. 
 

 
Advance payment of estimated costs of any candidate’s statement in the November 2, 2010 
sample ballot pamphlet will also be required by August 6, 2010. 
 
COST ESTIMATES 
 
Prepayment of the estimated cost is required. Checks are payable to “San Joaquin County Registrar 
of Voters.”  In the event of over or underpayment, the candidate will be refunded or billed the 
difference accordingly following the election.  Any amount owed by the candidate must be paid within 
30 days of receiving the bill.  
 
San Joaquin County has a minimum $35.00 service fee for any checks returned. 
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EXAMPLES OF CANDIDATE STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS 
TO APPEAR IN THE SAMPLE BALLOT 

 

The statements on the left are unacceptable, and will not be accepted by the Registrar of Voters.   
The statements on the right are acceptable versions of the same statement. 
  
with the elections division. 
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STATEMENT OF CANDIDATE FOR 
GOVERNING BOARD MEMBER 

UNACCEPTABLE EXAMPLE 
 

Fred Businessman                                                   Age: 42 
Occupation: HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES DIRECTOR 
 
My education and qualifications are: I have lived in the 
Town of Loomis for 55 years. I know the area well and the 
needs of the communications. I have served in the United 
States Air Force for 12 years. I am a graduate of Harvard 
University with a B.A. in engineering. 
 
I will lower taxes. 
I will work on better education and health care. 
I will get involved in community affairs. 
 
I believe that I am the BEST person for this position. If you 
elect me I promise that I will dedicate all of my spare time to 
fulfilling the requirements of this position and pushing 
forward the special projects that in desperate need of my 
time and attention. Unlike my opponent, I will not disgrace 
the office and will listen to the needs of the people.  
Elect Fred for results. 

STATEMENT OF CANDIDATE FOR 
GOVERNING BOARD MEMBER 

UNACCEPTABLE EXAMPLE 
 

Margaret Businesswoman                                         Age: 42 
 

Occupation: SALES REPRESENTATIVE 
 
My education and qualifications are: I have lived in the 
area for 10 years and I LOVE THIS COMMUNITY. I want to 
get involved in community affairs.  I believe that I am the 
better person for this position.  I will work harder than the 
incumbent, Jane Doe.  I WILL NOT take advantage of my 
position for financial gain. 
 

If you elect me I promise that I will dedicate ALL of my 
spare time to fulfilling the requirements of this position and 
pushing forward the SPECIAL PROJECTS that are in 
desperate need of my time and attention.  I will fight to 
PROTECT WILDLIFE in the area.  Let’s get back on the 
right track, elect me and I will get the job done right. 
 

I have lots of EXPERIENCE and I am willing to use all of 
this experience and all of my training and education to do 
the best job that I can. 
ELECT MARGARET FOR BEST RESULTS! 

STATEMENT OF CANDIDATE FOR 
GOVERNING BOARD MEMBER 

ACCEPTABLE EXAMPLE 
 
FRED BUSINESSMAN                                        Age: 42 
Occupation: Health & Human Services Director 
 
My education and qualifications are: I have lived in the 
Town of Loomis for 55 years. I know the area well and the 
needs of the communications. I have served in the United 
States Air Force for 12 years. I am a graduate of Harvard 
University with a B.A. in engineering. 
 
I will lower taxes. I will work on better education and 
health care. I will get involved in community affairs. 
 
I believe that I am the best person for this position. If you 
elect me I promise that I will dedicate all of my spare time 
to fulfilling the requirements of this position and pushing 
forward the special projects that are in desperate need of 
my time and attention. Unlike my opponent, I will not 
disgrace the office and will listen to the needs of the 
people.  
 

Elect Fred for results.

STATEMENT OF CANDIDATE FOR 
COUNTY SUPERVISOR 

ACCEPTABLE EXAMPLE 
 

MARGARET BUSINESSWOMAN                    Age: 42    
Occupation: Sales Representative 
 

My education and qualifications are: I have lived in 
the area for 10 years and I love this community. I want to 
get involved in community affairs. I believe that I am the 
better person for this position. I will work harder than the 
incumbent. I will not take advantage of my position for 
financial gain.  
 

If you elect me I promise that I will dedicate all of my 
spare time to fulfilling the requirements of this position and 
pushing forward the special projects that are in desperate 
need of my time and attention. I will fight to protect wildlife 
in the area. Let’s get back on the right track, elect me and 
I will get the job done right. 
 

I have lots of experience and I am willing to use all of this 
experience, my training and education to do the best job 
that I can. 
 

Elect Margaret for best results! 



 
 
 

  

The estimated amount for the candidate’s statement of qualifications varies by the number of 
registered voters in the district and the number of statements printed for that contest. 

The cost will be based on the most recent Report of Registration. 
 

 
ESTIMATED COST OF CANDIDATE STATEMENT FEES FOR THE 

JUNE 8, 2010 STATEWIDE DIRECT PRIMARY ELECTION 
 

   DISTRICT                                                       FEE 
 
 11th Congressional District 
                  Democrat $4,330.00 
                  Republican $4,602.00 
 
 18th Congressional District 
                  Democrat $2,243.00 
                  Republican $1,425.00 
 
 14th Senatorial District                                               
                  Democrat $1,700.00 
                  Republican $2,390.00 
 
 10th Assembly District                                            
                  Democrat $1,650.00 
                  Republican $1,900.00 
 
 15th Assembly District  
                  Democrat $   850.00 
                  Republicans $   675.00 
 
 17th Assembly District                                             
                  Democrat $2,490.00 
                  Republican $1,700.00  
 
 26th Assembly District                                              
                  Democrat $2,690.00 
                  Republican $2,790.00 
 

 
CONGRESSIONAL OFFICES – NOVEMBER 2, 2010  

GUBERNATORIAL GENERAL ELECTION 
 

  
 11th Congressional District $5,300.00 
 
 18th Congressional District $3,660.00 
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STATE LEGISLATIVE OFFICES – NOVEMBER 2, 2010  
GUBERNATORIAL GENERAL ELECTION 

 
 14th Senatorial District $4,210.00 
 
 10th  Assembly District $3,530.00 
 
 15th  Assembly District $1,070.00 
 
 17th  Assembly District $4,390.00 
 
 26th  Assembly District $5,900.00 
 

 
ESTIMATED COST OF CANDIDATE STATEMENT 

NON-PARTISAN OFFICES FOR THE JUNE 8, 2010 
STATEWIDE DIRECT PRIMARY ELECTION 

 

Countywide Offices: 
 
 Superior Court Judge          }                                                                         
 Assessor-Recorder-County Clerk              }  $7,500.00 
 Auditor-Controller                                  } 
 District Attorney                                    } 
 Sheriff-Coroner-Public Administrator        } 
 Superintendent of County Schools           } 
 Treasurer-Tax Collector                          } 
 
 

Supervisorial Districts:  
 
 2nd Supervisorial District                                              $2,630.00 
 4th Supervisorial District                                              $3,460.00 
 
City of Stockton:  
  

 June 8, 2010 Primary Election 
 Council District No. 1 (by district)                                                $1,750.00  
 Council District No. 3 (by district)                                                $1,469.00                
 Council District No. 5 (by district)                                                $1,160.00 
 
 November 2, 2010 General Election 
 Council District No. 1, 3, 5 (Citywide Election)  $4,000.00 
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PROVISIONS OF THE CODE OF FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES 
as found in Chapter 5 of Division 20 of the California Elections Code 

 

20420. As used in this chapter “Code”: means the Code of Fair Campaign Practices. 
 

Article 3. Code of Fair Campaign Practices 
 

20440.  At the time an individual is issued his or her declaration of candidacy, nomination papers, or any other 
paper evidencing an intention to be a candidate for public office, the elections official, shall give the individual a 
blank form of the Code of Fair Campaign Practices and a copy of this chapter.  The elections official shall inform 
each candidate for public office that subscription to the code is voluntary. 

 In the case of a committee making an independent expenditure as defined in Section 82031 of the 
Government Code, the Secretary of State shall provide a blank form and a copy of this chapter to the individual 
filing, in accordance with Title 9 (commencing with Section 81000) of the Government Code, an initial campaign 
statement on behalf of the committee. 

 The text of the code shall read, as follows:  
 

20441. The Secretary of State shall print, or cause to be printed, blank forms of the code.  The Secretary of State 
shall supply the forms to the election officials in quantities and at times requested by the election officials. 
 

20442. The elections official shall accept, at all times prior to the election, all completed forms that are properly 
subscribed to by a candidate for public office and shall retain them for public inspection until 30 days after the 
election. 
 

20443. Every code subscribed to by a candidate for public office pursuant to this chapter is a public record open 
for public inspection. 
 

20444. In no event shall a candidate for public office be required to subscribe to or endorse the code. 
 

Chapter 5. Fair Campaign Practices 
 

Article 1. General Intent 
 

 20400.  The Legislature declares that the purpose of this chapter is to encourage every candidate for public 
office in this state to subscribe to the Code of Fair Campaign Practices. 

 It is the ultimate intent of the Legislature that every candidate for public office in this state who scribes 
to the Code of Fair Campaign Practices will follow the basic principles of decency, honesty, and fair play in order 
that, after vigorously contested, but fairly conducted campaigns, the citizens of this state may exercise their 
constitutional right to vote, free from dishonest and unethical practices which tend to prevent the full and free 
expression of the will of the voters. 

 

The purpose in creating the Code of Fair Campaign practices is to give voter’s guideline in determining fair 
play and to encourage candidates to discuss issues instead of untruths or distortions. 
 

Article 2. Definitions* 
 

   *304. “Campaign advertising or communication” means a communication authorized by a candidate or a 
candidate’s controlled committee, as defined in Section 82016 of the Government Code, or by a committee making 
independent expenditures, as defined in Section 82031 of the Government Code, or by a committee formed 
primarily to support or oppose a ballot measure, as defined in Section 82047.5 of the Government Code, for the 
purpose of advocating the elections or defeat of a qualified candidate through any broadcasting station, 
newspaper, magazine, outdoor advertising facility, direct mailing, or any other type general, public, political 
advertising. 

 
305.  “Candidate for public office” means an individual who has qualified to have his or her name listed on 

the ballot of any election, or who has qualified to have written votes on his or her behalf counted by election 
officials, for nomination for, or election to, any state, regional, county, municipal, or district office which is filled at 
an election. The provisions of this chapter do not apply to candidates for federal office. 
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CODE OF FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES 
 
 

There are basic principles of decency, honesty, and fair play which every candidate for public office in the 
State of California has a moral obligation to observe and uphold, in order that, after vigorously contested, but 
fairly conducted campaigns, our citizens may exercise their constitutional right to a free and untrammeled choice 
and the will of the people may be fully and clearly expressed on the issues. 

 
THEREFORE: 

 
(1) I SHALL CONDUCT my campaign openly and publicly, discussing the issues as I see them, presenting my 
record and policies with sincerity and frankness, and criticizing without fear or favor the record and policies of my 
opponents or political parties that merit this criticism. 

 
(2) I SHALL NOT USE OR PERMIT the use of character defamation, whispering campaigns, libel, slander, or 
scurrilous attacks on any candidate or his or her personal or family life. 

 
(3) I SHALL NOT USE OR PERMIT any appeal to negative prejudice based on a candidate’s actual or perceived 
race, religious creed, color, national origin, ancestry, physical disability, mental disability, medical condition, 
martial status, age, sexual orientation, sex, including gender identity, or any other characteristic set forth in 
Section 12940 of the Government Code, or association with another person who has any of the actual or perceived 
characteristics set forth in Section 12940 of the Government Code. 

 
(4) I SHALL NOT USE OR PERMIT any dishonest or unethical practice that tends to corrupt or undermine our 
American system of free elections, or that hampers or prevents the full and free expression of the will of the 
voters including acts intended to hinder or prevent any eligible person from registering to vote, enrolling to vote, 
or voting. 

 
(5) I SHALL NOT coerce election help or campaign contributions for myself or for any other candidate from my 
employees. 

 
(6) I SHALL IMMEDIATELY AND PUBLICLY REPUDIATE support deriving from any individual or group, that 
resorts, on behalf of my candidacy or in opposition to that of my opponent, to the methods and tactics, that I 
condemn. I shall accept responsibility to take firm action against any subordinate who violates any provision of 
this code or the laws governing elections. 

 
(7) I SHALL DEFEND AND UPHOLD the right of every qualified American voter to full and equal participation in 
the electoral process. 

 
 I, the undersigned, candidate for election to public office in the State of California or treasurer or 
chairperson of a committee making any independent expenditures, hereby voluntarily endorse, subscribe to, and 
solemnly pledge myself to conduct my campaign in accordance with the above principles and practices. 
 

 
 

 
_______________________________ ______________________________________________ 

          (Date)                                                                                  (Signature) 
 

 
 

                     PLEASE PRINT NAME, OFFICE SOUGHT, AND DATE OF ELECTION 
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WRITE-IN CANDIDACY 
 

(Elections Code Section 8600) 
 

Every person who desires to be a write-in candidate and have his or her name, as written, on the ballot 
of an election counted for a particular office shall file not later than 14 days before the election, 
which is May 25, 2010, for the June 8, 2010 Primary Election: 
 

1.       A statement of write-in candidacy that shall contain: 
●  candidate’s name 
●  residence address 
●  declaration stating that he or she is a write-in candidate 
●  title of the office for which he or she is running  
●  the party nomination which he or she seeks, if running in a       

   primary election. 
                                          ●  the date of the election 
 

2.    The requisite number of signatures on the nomination papers, if any, for that office. 
 

3.      Certain county offices (District Attorney, Sheriff and Judge of the Superior Court)  
                    now require documentation proving qualifications to be filed per EC §13.5.  
 

The statement and nomination papers shall be available on the 57th day prior to the election (April 12, 
2010) for which the candidate is filing as a write-in candidate, and shall be delivered to the election 
official responsible for the conduct of the election no later than the 14th day prior to the election.      
(May 25, 2010) (EC § 8601) 
 
Signers of nomination papers for a write-in candidate shall be voters in the district or political 
subdivision in which the candidate is to be voted on. In addition, if the candidate is seeking a party 
nomination for an office, the signers shall also be affiliated with the party whose nomination is sought. 
No fee or charge shall be required of a write-in candidate. (EC §86O3) 
 

JUDICIAL INCUMBENT  
 

Nominee-Petition Calling Election Required for Write-In Candidacy 
 

If a judicial incumbent is the only candidate, the candidate’s name shall not appear on the primary 
election ballot UNLESS there is filed with the Registrar of Voters, not later than March 22, 2010, at 
5:00 p.m., a petition indicating that a write-in campaign will be conducted for the office and signed by 
100 registered voters qualified to vote with respect to the office. (EC §8203) 
 
If the name of the incumbent judicial candidate did not appear on the direct primary election ballot, it 
shall not appear on the November 2, 2010 ballot, UNLESS there is filed with the Registrar of Voters, 
not later than August 11, 2010, at 5:00 p.m., a petition indicating that a write-in campaign will be 
conducted for the office and signed by 100 registered voters qualified to vote with respect to the office. 
(EC § 8203)   
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Write-in Candidacy   (continued) 
 
 

Votes Required for Write-In Candidate to Qualify to Have Name  
Printed on Ballot at the November General Election 

 
Elections Code §8605 provides as follows:  
 
No person whose name has been written in upon a ballot for an office at the direct primary election may 
have his or her name placed upon the ballot as a candidate for that office for the ensuing general 
election unless one of the following is applicable: 
 

a.       At that direct primary he or she received for that office votes equal in number                             
to 1% of all votes cast for the office at the last preceding general election at                               
which the office was filled. 
 

           b.       He or she is an independent nominee pursuant to Part 2, (commencing with                                
                     §8300 of the Elections Code). 
 

c.        He or she has been designated by a party central committee to fill a vacancy on        
          the ballot for the general election. 
 
Tallying of Write-In Votes: 
 
Write-in votes will only be partially processed on election night; there will be no reporting of write-in 
vote results on election night. Because of the complexities involved in tallying write-in votes, the 
counting of write-in votes will be included as part of the official canvass. 
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STATEMENT OF ECONOMIC INTERESTS – FORM 700 
(Government Code Section 87200) 

 
WHO MUST FILE: 
 
Pursuant to Government Code §87201, every candidate for an office specified below shall file no later 
than the final filing date of a declaration of candidacy, a candidate statement disclosing his or her 
investments and his or her interests in real property, and any income received during the immediately 
preceding 12 months. 
 

 STATE OFFICES  
 Governor 
 Lieutenant Governor 
 Attorney General                                                                                 
 Controller                                                                         
 Insurance Commissioner 
 Secretary of State 
 Treasurer 
 Superintendent of Public Instructions 
       State Senator 
 Members of the Assembly 
 Members of the State Board of Equalization, District 2 
 Judicial Branch – Superior Court Judges 
 

 COUNTY OFFICES 
 Members of the Board of Supervisors 
 District Attorney 
 County Treasurer 
 
 CITY OFFICES 
 Mayors 
 Members of City Councils 
 City Treasurers 
 
A Statement of Economic Interests Instruction Manual and necessary forms will be provided to all 
applicable candidates.  Statements for the above listed candidates must be filed by March 12, 2010.  
The Registrar of Voters Office is the filing official for Statements of Economic Interests.  
 
Incumbents running for re-election are required to file a Statement of Economic Interests Form 700, no 
later than the final filing date for their Declaration of Candidacy.  (Government Code §87201) 

 
Elected officials must also file an assuming office Statement of Economic Interests within 30 days after 
being sworn into office. (Govt. Code §§87300, 87500) 
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